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Dr. Erika Hiltbrunner 

Born:   21.12.1962 Langnau i. E., Switzerland 

 

Contact  Institute of Botany, University of Basel 

Schönbeinstrasse 6, CH-4056 Basel, Switzerland 

Tel. ++41 61 207 35 11, email erika.hiltbrunner@unibas.ch 

  https://duw.unibas.ch/de/ppe/team/scientific-staff/erikahiltbrunner/ 

 

Position  Senior scientist PPE group of Prof. Ansgar Kahmen (University of Basel) 

  Permanent position (50%) since 01.01.2017 

 

Education  

1990  Diploma in Biology, University of Basel 

1991-1997 Ph.D. University of Basel (“summa cum laude”)  

 
Professional experience 

1997-2000 Post-doc at the ETH Zürich (Assessment of new methods on tree vitality, 

BAFU/FOEN Project) 

2000-2002 Post-doc at the Institute of Applied Plant Biology, Schönenbuch, Project on 

critical loads for nitrogen in Swiss forests 

2002-2005 Post-doc: NRP 48 Landscape and Habitats of the Alps (University of Basel) 

2006-2009 Post-doc: Scientific and technical supervision of CO2 MiniFACE with glacier 

forefield plants (2006-2008) and different alpine grassland types (2008-2009; Furka) 

2008-2011 Co-PI of the project: Bio-CATCH funded by the Swiss Federal Office for 

Agriculture, PhD Project of Nicole Inauen (PI Prof. Christian Körner) 

2004-2011 Post-doc: FOEN project (Effects of elevated atmospheric N deposition on alpine 

vegetation - experimental N additions) 

2006-2009 NRP project in Bolivia (Towards sustainable land use in the Bolivian Altiplano: 

effects of grazing and fire on the biomass productivity, diversity and soil stability). 

Co-supervision of the two PhD projects: Lita Patty, Jose Monteiro (PI Prof. Christian 

Körner) 

2010-2011 Spanish version Alpandino of the e-learning course ALPECOle (funded by DEZA). 

2009-2012 Post-doc: NRP VALUrsern-The ecological and socio-economic consequences of 

land transformation in alpine regions. Project coordination, supervision of PhD 

project: Thijs van den Bergh (PI Prof. Christian Körner) 

2010-2014 Co-PI of the Project of Zurich-Basel PSC-Mercator Research Fellowship Program: 

The Alnus-problem and the exceedance of critical loads for nitrogen in the Alps 

(ALNEX). PhD project: Tobias Bühlmann (supervision; PI Prof. Christian Körner) 

2013-2014 Post-doc FOEN project: Measuring total N deposition at two alpine and one 

montane sites in the Swiss Alps 

2013-2020 PI FOEN project: Effects of atmospheric N deposition on the alpine vegetation 

in three different habitats 

2016- 2020 Co-PI/Project Manager of the Project of Zurich-Basel PSC-Mercator Research 

Fellowship Program: “Changing snow loads and summer drought press alpine plants 

and force economy (SNOSU-FORCE)” PhD project: Maria Vorkauf (PI Prof. Ansgar 

Kahmen) 

2017-2022 PI Project Manager: “With Engadine sheep against the green alder expansion in the 

Swiss Alps” (applied project, funded by Swiss Finance and Property Zürich and Al 

Breach, Andermatt) 
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